
$24.95 flexbound cover with flaps.  282 pages, 40 photos (12 color & 28 b&w), 5 
illustrations, 19 tables, 3 graphs, 3 maps and an appendix of favorite deer foods.

Deer of the Southwest
A Complete Guide to the Natural History, Biology, 
and Management of Desert Mule Deer and Coues 
Whitetails throughout the Southwest.   
                                                      By Jim Heffelfinger

“Deer of the Southwest” consolidates and condenses historical 
and contemporary information pertaining to the desert mule deer 
and Coues whitetail of the American Southwest and Northern 
Mexico and presents it in a consistent way that is solidly based in 
research and yet easily understood by the non-biologist.  Many of 
the researchers and managers who spent their careers working 
with deer in the Southwest were routed out of retirement and 
badgered with questions.  The historical deer information from 
the literature and experiences of past biologists have been intertwined with results from the 
most recent research on deer not only in the Southwest, but throughout the country.  Readers 
are treated to authoritative but non-technical discussions of deer evolution, natural history, 
human use, physical characteristics, antler growth, movement, home ranges, density, diets, 
water requirements, mortality rates, rutting behavior, hybridization, and management. Special 
attention is given to the questions that continually arise regarding deer:

 What do they eat in my area?
 How large is an average home range?
 When is the peak of rut?
 What causes nontypical antlers?
 Are “antlered does” really does?
 Do predators affect deer populations?
 Do mule and white-tailed deer interbreed?

Jim Heffelfinger is a Certified Wildlife Biologist with degrees in Wildlife Management from the 
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point and Texas A&M University – Kingsville.  He has worked as a 
biologist for the federal government, state wildlife agencies, universities, and in the private sector in 
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.  Jim has authored or coauthored more than 100 scientific papers, book 
chapters, and popular articles in national and regional publications.  Jim has also written TV scripts for 
the Mule Deer, Coues Whitetail, and Pronghorn episodes of “Leupold’s Big Game Profiles” currently 
airing on the Outdoor Channel.  He is an adjunct professor at the University of Arizona, Professional 
Member of the Boone & Crockett Club, and currently works as Regional Game Specialist for the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department.



Read what others are saying about “Deer of the Southwest”
 “Jim Heffelfinger is one of the most energetic and enthusiastic newer generation deer biologists, which is 

evident from his extremely interesting and readable book ‘Deer of the Southwest.’  I highly recommend it to 
sportsmen and naturalists.”  Eldon “Buck” Buckner, Vice President—North American Records, Boone & 
Crockett Club.

 “Jim Heffelfinger has crammed a tremendous amount of information into this book. I found the book 
outstanding because of the width of coverage and the readability.” Dr. Wendell Swank, former director of 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department, and author of:  “The Mule Deer in Arizona Chaparral” (1958).

 “Jim Heffelfinger is fast becoming the authority on mule deer in the United States.  His seminars on deer 
are routinely packed. If you are a deer hunter you NEED this book.”  Todd J. Rathner, NRA Board of 
Directors and Chairman, NRA Hunting and Wildlife Conservation Committee.

 “…the ultimate source for understanding the history, management, and issues facing this resource.  Jim 
Heffelfinger has solidified his reputation as the premier authority on deer in this region.”  Barry Hale, 
Deer Program Manager, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish.

 “Mr. Heffelfinger’s enthusiasm and dedication for natural resources has resulted in one of the most 
significant contributions to the field of deer biology and management in years. Presented in a clear and 
concise style, this book will prove to be an invaluable resource not only for the professional biologist, but 
the layman as well.”  Clay Brewer; Mule Deer, Pronghorn, Bighorn Sheep Program Coordinator; Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department.

 “…the book is a great read, jammed with contemporary and historical information that’s presented in a 
readable, understandable manner that the average outdoor enthusiast can understand.”  Arizona Republic 
(10/12/06).

 "Deer of the Southwest has a special place on my bookshelf--the one I keep for the books I refer to most 
often." David E. Brown, author of many southwestern books such as, The Grizzly in the Southwest, 
Borderland Jaguars, Aldo Leopold’s Southwest, Arizona Game Birds, and The Wolf in the Southwest. 

 “Very well written, comprehensive in scope, beautifully illustrated, it will remain the standard deer 
reference for the region for many years.”  Neil B. Carmony, author/editor of The Wilderness of the 
Southwest, Mexican Game Trails, Onza!, Tales from Tiburon, Man and Wildlife in Arizona & more.
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